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This paper investigates poverty in the twelve statistical regions in Slovenia. Although poverty is not a 
short-term economic-social phenomenon, poverty issues have become more relevant in times of 
economic and financial crisis. The number of persons below the at-risk-of-poverty line in Slovenia has 
increased since the beginning of the crisis in 2008 up to 2015 by 22% (48.000 persons), that is more 
than the average in the European Union (EU-28) member states. The at-risk-of-poverty rate in 
Slovenia has also increased faster than the EU-28 average (MDDSZ 2014). These empirical facts are 
reasons that have motivated our research on analysing poverty in Slovenia. 
 
The indicator of poverty that is used for a single person is the at-risk-of-poverty rate at equivalised 
disposable income below 60% of the national equivalised median income. This is examined from two 
aspects. Firstly, we examine the various population groups, classified according to gender, age, 
education, and employment status, to investigate the most vulnerable poverty groups, which include 
pensioners, unemployed, young and less educated (Kabat, Bojnec and Stavkova 2013). Secondly, we 
analyze the pattern in development of poverty over time, since the Slovenian national goal is reducing 
the number of poor and socially excluded to 40,000 people by 2020 compared to the base year 2008 
(360,000 persons) (MDDSZ 2012). In the survey is used the twelve statistical regions in Slovenia. The 
results of the analysis can importantly contribute to economic development objectives, supervising and 
monitoring of regional development. 
 
Data for each single person in the survey sample were obtained from the EU-Statistics on Income and 
Living Conditions (EU-SILC) for Slovenia, which is the main source for the compilation of statistics 
on income, social inclusion and living conditions. Source for the data for Slovenia is the Statistical 
Office of the Republic of Slovenia. 
 
We tested two hypotheses, namely H1: At-risk-of-poverty across different population groups within 
the statistical regions in Slovenia and between regions is not significantly different and H2: At-risk-of-
poverty rate by statistical regions in Slovenia in the studied period between the years 2005-2012 
significantly decreased. In order to verify the hypotheses H1 set, we use analysis of variance 
(ANOVA) for the 2005-2012 period. On the basis of the characteristics of the ANOVA we considered 
that the groups are significant if the sig.<0.05. Where ANOVA has proven that the group is 
significant, we proceed with Welch and Post-Hoc test (Bonferroni), with which we determine the 
differences between the groups and statistical regions according to gender, age, education, and 
employment status. In order to verify the hypothesis H2, with which we studied poverty over time, 
ANOVA test was also used, namely a comparison of mean values of samples per year, for the 2005-
2012 period was made. Furthermore, we tested with the Wilcoxon signed ranks test if there is a 
significant difference in the risk of poverty over the years. The results show that the at-risk-of-poverty 
rates by groups and statistical regions in Slovenia are in most cases significantly different, reflecting 
the heterogeneity of at-risk-of-poverty rates between analyzed groups and statistical regions. In the 
case of the analysis of changes in poverty over time is observed a significant increase in the proportion 
of poor people in Slovenia that is affected by the increase in poverty during the recession in the most 
developed Central statistical region and Goriška statistical region. The latter had a lower at-risk-of-
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 poverty rates, while in all other statistical regions where at-risk-of-poverty rates were higher, in the 
2005-2012 period remained at similar levels. 
 
The structure of the paper is as follows. The introductory chapter is followed by a review of the 
literature about the poverty, followed by a presentation of the used methodology in the study of 
poverty and the results of the analysis. Finally, the conclusions are given. 
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